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exclusion of other species of the same order, and all the other
orders of the insect class. The fact is, that the bee has been
studied profoundly, because that insect is an object of agri-
cultural industry, and that, in consequence, it was for man's
interest to understand its customs. This accounts for the
successful surmounting of the difficulties attendant on the
study of bees.

We may add, that the observer to whom our knowledge of
bees is due, Pierre Huber, of Geneva, who published his fine
works at the end of the last century, was blind, and that he
was obliged to have recourse for all his observations to the
eyes of an illiterate servant, Eran^ois Burnens, which is a
proof that this kind of study was not inordinately difficult.

The habits of other species of insects, still unknown to us,
must, according to this, conceal marvels quite as great as those
which the Hubers have revealed in the case of bees and ants.

Let us conclude that insects have souls, since intelligence
is a faculty of the soul.

We may apply the same reasoning to fishes, reptiles, and
birds. In these three classes of animals intelligence progresses
towards perfection, the faculty of reason is manifest, and the
degree of intelligence seems to march at a progressive rate
from the fish to the reptile, and from the reptile to the bird.

In mammiferous animals we observe a degree of advance in
intelligence upon the classes of animals, we have just named.
But, ought we to calculate the degree of intelligence of the diffe-
rent mammifers according to the order in which naturalists have
classed these animals ? Ought we to say that the strength of